
In Beijing in September 1995, the Member States of the
United Nations will convene the Fourth World Conference on
Women, where they will adopt a Platform for Action that
will set goals for achieving gender equality over the next
decade. We, the undersigned, call upon the Member States
to recognize the right to determine one’s sexual identity;
the right to control one’s own body, particularly in establish-
ing intimate relationships; and the right to choose if, when,
and with whom to bear or raise children as fundamental
components of the human rights of all women regardless of
sexual orientation. We support the inclusion of lesbians in
governmental delegations and as non-governmental
observers at the conference and we call upon all delegates
to insure that adequate recognition and protection of these
rights are included in the final version of the Platform for
Action and all other conference documents. We base these
demands on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
which recognizes the “inherent dignity and…the equal and
inalienable rights of all members of the human family,” and
guarantees the protection of the fundamental rights and
freedoms of all people “without distinction of any kind, such
as race, color, sex, language …or other status” (art. 2).

Appendix A:

PUT SEXUALITY O N THE A GENDA A T THE

W ORLD CONFERENCE O N W O M E N
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ENDORSED BY: 

Acadia Women’s Centre (Canada) • Advice Desk for Abused

Women, University of Durban (South Africa) • AL-HAQ Pales-

tinians for Human Rights (Palestine) • Anjaree (Thailand) •

APADOR—Comitetul Helsinki (Romania) • Arkadija-Lesbian and

Gay Lobby (Serbia) • [San Francisco] Asian/Pacific AIDS Coali-

tion (USA) • [San Francisco] Asian Women’s Shelter (USA) • Asia

Monitor Resource Center (Hong Kong) •Asociación Civil Labor

(Peru) • Asociación Colombiana de Lesbianas y Homosexuales

(Colombia) • Asociación Venezolana para una Educación Sexual

Alternativa (Venezuela) • Association for Civil Rights in Israel

(Palestine) • Astraea National Lesbian Action Foundation (USA) •

Austrian Coalition for Women’s Human Rights (Austria) • Awak-

ening Foundation (Taiwan) • B.a.B.e.-Women’s Human Rights

Group (Croatia) • Bagnoud Center for Health and Human Rights

(USA) • Brazilian Association of Gays, Lesbians, and Transves-

tites (Brazil) • B’Tselem (Israel) • Cal State Northridge

Women’s Center (USA) • Cal State Sacramento Lesbian-Feminist

Alliance • Campaign Against Pornography (UK) • Canadian Labour

Congress (Canada) • Cape Cod Lesbian Social & Support Group

(USA) • CAFRA - Caribbean Association for Feminist Research and

Action (Tunapuna, Trinidad & Tobago) • Casa de la Mujer (Peru)

• CEM (Argentina) • CEMINA (Brazil) • Center for the Study of

Human Rights (USA) • Center for Women War Victims (Croatia)

• Center for Women’s Global Leadership (USA) • Centro de Estu-

dios Sociales y Publicaciones (Peru) • Centro de la Mujer

Panameña (Panama) • CIDEM - Centro de Infomación y Desarrollo

de la Mujer (Bolivia) • Centro de Documentacón sobre el Tema

Mujer (Argentina) • CIMDC (Mexico) • CIRE (Mexico) • CLADEM

- Comité de América Latina y el Caribe para la Defensa de los

Derechos de la Mujer (Peru) • CLIC—Can’t Live in the Closet

(Philippines) • El Clóset de Sor Juana (Mexico) • Coalition

Against Traficking of Women-Asia/Pacific Chapter (Philippines)

• Colectivo Ataba (Mexico) • Colectivo Mulher Vida (Brazil) •
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Colectiva 25 de Noviembre (Costa Rica) • Colombia Human Rights

Commission (USA) • CONNECT (USA) • Coordinardora Gai-Les-

biana (Spain) • COVAC (Mexico) • Creatividad y Cambio (Peru) •

CSUN Women’s Center • Deneuve Magazine (USA) • Department of

Women’s and Gender Studies, Amherst College (USA) • Difusion

Cultural Feminista (Mexico) • Equality Now (USA) • Eurostep

Network (Belgium) • Federation for Women and Family Planning

(Poland) • FIRE (Costa Rica) • Foundation Against Traffic in

Women (Netherlands) • The Foundation for Women’s Solidarity

(Turkey) • Foundation Stop Violence Against Women in Suriname

(Suriname) • Frente por el Derecho a la Alimentacion (Mexico) •

Fundación Ecuatoriana de Ayuda Educación y Prevención del SIDA

(Ecuador) •Fundación para Estudio e Investigatcion de la Mujer

(Argentina) • Fundación Xochiquetzal (Nicaragua) • [Santa Bar-

bara] Gay and Lesbian Resource Center (USA) • Gay People’s

Health Forum (South Africa) • GENDER-Center for Women’s

Studies (Romania) • GLEN - Gay and Lesbian Equality Network

(Ireland) • Global Focus: Women in Art and Culture (USA)•

Ground Zero (USA) • The Group (Philippines) • GLOW - Growing,

Learning, Organized Women (Barbados) • Grupo de Educación

Popular con Mujeres (Mexico) • Grupo de Estudios Ambientales

(Mexico) • Grupo Dignidade (Brazil) • Grupo Esperança

(Brazil) • Grupo Estação Mulher (Brazil) • Grupo Liberdade

(Brazil) • Harvey Milk Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual Democratic Club-

San Francisco (USA) • Hetrick-Martin Institute (USA) • Homo-

sexuelle Initiative Wein (Austria) • Human Rights Watch

• Humanistic Committee on Human Rights (Netherlands) • ILLA,

Centro de Educación y Comunicación (Peru) • Images Asia (Thai-

land) • Institute for Social Studies and Action (Philippines) •

Instituto Latina Americana de Prevención y Educación en Salud

(Costa Rica) • Instituto Latino Americano de Servicios Legales

Alternativos (Colombia) • International Committee of Lawyers for

Tibet/Women’s Committee • International Gay and Lesbian Human

Rights Commission (USA) • International Human Rights Law
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Group (USA) • International League for Human Rights (USA) •

International Lesbian and Gay Association • International Lesbian

Information Service • International Women’s AIDS Caucus

(Argentina) • International Women’s Health Coalition • Interna-

tional Women’s Human Rights Clinic at CUNY Law School (USA) •

International Women’s Tribune Center (USA) • Isha L’Isha/Haifa

Feminist Center (Israel) • ISIS International (Philippines) •

ISIS - WICCE (Switzerland) • ISIS - WICCE (Uganda) • Juniper

House (Canada) • Kadin Dayanisma Vakfi - The Foundation for

Women’s Solidarity (Turkey) • Katipunan ng Kababaihan para sa

Kalayaan (Philippines) • Kilawin Kotektibo (USA) • Kokusai Bian

Renmei (Japan) • KLAF-Community of Feminist Lesbians

(Israel) • The Korean Council for Women Drafted for Military

Sexual Slavery by Japan (South Korea) • Lambda Legal Defense

and Education Fund (USA) • Lesbian and Gay Liberation Front

Cologne (Germany) • Lesbian Equality Network (Ireland) • Les-

bians Organizing Together (Ireland) • [Seattle] Lesbian Resource

Center (USA) • Lesbian Rights Advocates (Thailand) • Libreria de

Mujeres (Argentina) • LLH-Nat’l Organization for Lesbian and

Gay Liberation (Norway) • London Lesbian and Gay Switchboard

(England) • LLEGO - National Latino/a Lesbian and Gay Organiza-

tion (USA) • MADRE (USA) • Mount Holyoke College Women’s

Studies Committee (USA) • Movimiento Homosexual de Lima

(Peru) • Mujeres para el Dialogo (Mexico) • Mujeres por la

Salud en Acción (Mexico) • Mujeres Trabajadores Unidas (Mex-

ico) • National Abortion Rights Action League (USA) • National

Center for Lesbian Rights (USA) • National Coalition Against

Domestic Violence (USA) • National Coalition of Feminist and Les-

bian Cancer Projects (USA) • National Women’s Network for

International Solidarity (UK) • Necessities/Necesidades, Inc.

(USA) • Network of Belgrade Autonomous Women’s Groups (Ser-

bia) • New York Men Against Sexism (USA) • North-South Insti-

tute (Canada) • Northwest Immigrant Rights Project

(USA) • Northwest Women’s Law Center (USA) • Norwegain Tibet
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