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Appendi x B:

STATEMENT READ AT THE NOVEMBER
1993 N3O SYMPCSl UM

Mani | a, Phili ppi nes

The leshians of the Asia-Pacific Region are happy to be in
this crucia neeting of wonen's N33 in Vénen in Devel op-
nent. However, except for one person, we are all here not
as leshians but as wonen activists and nenbers of groups
invol ved in issues of violence, health, hunan rights, culture,
education and nedia, famly, |abor, econonic enpowernent,
political enpowernent, environnent, science and technol -
ogy, indigenous wonen and agricul ture. Leshians have been
at the core of the wonen's novenent all over the world.
And yet, nost of us have had to hide a large part of our
hunani ty because of fear of di senpowernent and discrin -
nation. V& had hoped that this Asia-Pacific synposi um of
N s in WD would provide al | wonen a forumof brave,
free and encouragi ng discussions. But this is not necessarily
the case for leshians in Asia and the Pacific region, and that
is why we have decided to forward this resol ution fromthe
flao.

RESOLUTI ON AGAI NST THE ASSUMPTI ONS OF HET-
EROSEXUALI TY AND THE MARG NALI ZATI ON OF
LESBI ANS I N THE SYMPQOSI UM
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244 UNSPOKEN RULES

A group of nore than twenty-five wonen fromthe Asia
and Pacific region net on the 18th of Novenber to discuss
thei r concern over assunptions of heterosexuality and the
narginalization of leshians in this synposi um

V¢ therefore request that the UN ESCAP, Secretariat of
this synposiumand the organi zers of all activities in prepa-
ration for the 1995 Verld Conference of Vénen in Beijing
acknow edge the di sadvant aged position of a |arge nunber
of wonen who choose to have prinary relationships wth
wonen by ensuring:

1) That a proper analysis and docunentation be nade of
di scrinnation agai nst |esbians in policies and progranmes
whi ch either by omission or conmission exclude, nargin-
alize and discrininate agai nst | eshi ans.

2) That reference to | eshians not be renoved from docu-
nments and the wording of these docurments and resol u-
tions not covertly or overtly disadvantage or narginalize
| eshi ans.

3) That there is recognition of the right of wonen to
choose lifestyles and partners wthout discrinination.

4) That the treatnent of wonen's issues does not silence
i ndi vi dual wonen who choose not to marry and not to live
wth a nal e partner.

5) That violence and discrinination agai nst |eshians perpet -
uat ed by honophobi a and sanctioned by institutions of
the state, of religious and of cultures be condenmed and,
further, that steps be taken to stop this viad ence.

Vi therefore conclude by saying that should this forum

all other fora and the wonen’s novenent continue to
remain silent about honophobia and di scrimnation agai nst
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