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Jor dan

Akhadar Assfar

Author’s note: This statement was witten to reflect ny
personal, individual perspective and not to speak on behal f
of other leshians in Jordan.

stens fromthe fact that we live our lives deprived of

heal thy and free chances, deprived of a forumin which
we can express ourselves or shape any sort of understand-
ing of ourselves as |eshians. There has been no research on
| eshians in Jordan. There are no visible | eshian communi ties,
no | eshi an organi zations, no services for |eshians. Bven wen
ve neet as friends and tal k about our |ives, we do not have
a public language to describe ourselves. | nay find nyself
talking with a “leshian” (that is, a wonan whose intinate
relationships are with other wonen) but she nay not w sh
to call herself a |eshbian so our discussion cannot be estab-

o

The difficuty inwiting areport on |eshians in Jordan
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lished or devel oped into actioneither on the persona |evel,
to build sel f-esteemand a sense of community, or on a pub-
lic level, to promote greater understanding of our existence
and the probl ens that we face.

Wdespread prejudice is nore powerful
than any legal prohibition.

Wat is the reason for thisinvisibility, this absence of
publ i c di scourse? A though Jordanian | aw contai ns no nen-
tion of the word suhak (I eshianism, w despread prej udice
wthin Jordanian society is nore poverful that any legal pro-
hibition Leshians are afraid to be visible because they fear
| osi ng what ever freedom of novenent they may have.
Jordanian society is aclosely knit, famly- and religionori -
ented one in which peopl e know one another and there is lit -
tle opportunity for anonynmity. Bren if a wonan is financialy
i ndependent, her famly can still exert great control over
her. The nain support systemis the famly (rather than the
legal or political system), but inthe case of aleshianwhois
open about her sexuality, the famly itself nmay becone the
of f ender.

Athough | eshians are unable to live their |ives openly,
smal | networks have been devel opi ng since the 1970s as
part of the nore general changes taking place for wonen.
(ne of the nost inportant of these changes has been
wonen' s i ncreased access to higher education, in particul ar
education abroad. The existing networks are linited to
social groups that have no politica form Neverthel ess, they
provi de a chance for |eshians to begin to discuss their
issues. In the past five years, sone individual |eshians have

o
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begun to network with | eshians fromother countries wthin
and outside the region. Gontacts with two Arab-Anerican
groups, the Gay and Leshian Arabic Society and the Arab
Lesbi an and B sexual Vénen's Network, have been particu-
larly inportant because their nenbers share a simlar cul -
tura background.

Leshians in Jordan are wthout a nention, wthout recog-
nition, very narginalized... YET VEE EX ST.



