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Nor way

G o Lindstad

astrong tradition of solidarity and of working towards

equality for al nenbers of society. The legal system
affords | eshians and gay nen nmany protections although
sane-sex coupl es are still not equal to heterosexual coupl es
indl respects.

Leshi ans al so benefit fromprogressive |egislation on
wonen' s issues and a notabl e presence of wonen in public
life. In 1977 the Norwegi an Parlianent passed a | aw on gen-
der equality covering all areas of society except for religious
institutions. The current prine mnister is a wonan, as are
close to 40%c0f the cabinet ministers and state secretaries.

Norv\ay has a reputation for being a liberal country wth

LEGAL SI TUATI ON AND HI STORY

Lhtil 1973, nal e honosexual acts were illegal in Norway
under Section 213 of the Penal Code. There have never
been any legal restrictions on sex between wonen, probably
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because the Norwegi an Penal Gode dates from1902, and at
that tine wonen's sexuality was in general not taken seri -
ously.

In 1981, the Norwegian Parlianent added two clauses to
the Norwegi an Penal Qode prohibiting discrimnation on the
basis of sexual orientation. Section 135a nakes it illegal to
“threaten or deride, or toincite to hatred, persecution or
contenpt” agai nst anyone on account of his or her “hono-
sexual inclination, lifestyle, or orientation” Section 349a

Section 135a nakes it illegal to
“threaten or deride, o toincite
to hatred, persecution or contenpt”

agai nst anyone on account of his or her
“honosexual  inclination, lifestyle or

nakes it illegal to refuse to give goods or services to any-
one on these grounds. The naxi mumpenalty is six nonths’
i nprisonnment. These provisions nade Norwegi an | eshi ans
and gay nen the first inthe world to be specifically afforded
| egal protection against discrinmnation.

O April 1, 1993, the Norwegi an Parliament passed a
partnership law giving | eshians and gay nen the right to
narry. The Norwegian partnership lawis based on the | ans
that apply to heterosexual narried coupl es. However, there
are several distinct differences. Leshians and gay nen can-
not get married in church, and I eshian and gay coupl es do
not have the right to adopt children. In addition, nenbers of
sane-sex partnerships are not accorded any rights regard-
ing their partner’s children. Thus, while |eshian and gay rel a-
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tionships are legal |y recogni zed, they are still not seen as
noral |y equival ent to heterosexual narriages.

LESBI ANS AND GAY MEN AT WORK

The Landsforeni ngen for Leshisk og Honiil Frigjering
(LLH Norwegian National Qganization for Leshian and Gay
Li beration) has docunented a | arge nunber of cases con-
cerning discrimnation in the workpl ace. V& see cases where
| eshians are harassed by col | eagues and superiors. In sone
cases the harassnent is so severe that |eshians are forced
toqut their jados.

For exanpl e, a | eshian working as a service person for
local county health care authorities entered into partnership
wth her lover. They were the first coupletodosoinalarge
city in Norway and the event received nedia attention.
Ater this event her nmal e coll eagues started harassing her
verbal |y to the point where she quit her job. Nobody effec-
tively stepped in to stop the harassnent.

I'n another instance, during reorganization of the county
heal th services, aleshian working in a high positionin a
county heal th adninistration was pressured fromher job for
bei ng an open | eshian. The officia reason given was that she
was not conpetent to run the health admnistration after
the reorgani zati on.

LESBI AN PARENTI NG

Oy narried heterosexual couples are pernitted to adopt
under Norwegian law There are no national guidelines for
foster care, and the ability of |eshian couples to becone
foster parents varies fromcounty to county depending on
| ocal guidelines. The prejudice that |eshians and gay nen
cannot be good and conpetent parents is w despread in
Norwegi an soci ety. Lesbians who have becone pregnant
through donor insemnation find that their lifetine conpan-
ions have no legal rights to the children, although their com
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bi ned i ncone is counted when the | ocal county authorities
cal cul at e how nuch they should pay for day-care.

EDUCATI ON

A though the Norwegi an governnent and Norwegi an soci -
ety seemto have increasingly liberal attitudes tovwards |es-
bi ans, the educational systemhas generally failed to provide
adequat e sex education. (h occasion, |eshians and gay nen
areinvited to nake presentations, but infornation on hono-
sexual ity is not systematically included in school curricul a
Norwegi an authorities are nowin the process of revising
national guidelines on education, and the proposal currently
under consi deration would limt sex education to basic infor-
nation on reproduction, elimnating al discussion of sexua -

ity nore generaly.

HI VI Al DS

The Norwegi an Parlianent recently passed a | aw giving
the authorities the right to forcibly isolate a person wth
ADSif he or sheis considered a health hazard. The | aw al so

opens the possibility of forcibly testing people for HV.

MENTAL HEALTH

LLH has received reports of psychol ogi sts who are not
conpetent to counsel |eshians. The Norwegi an Psychol o-
gi sts Association renoved honosexual ity as a di sease and
nental disturbance fromits lists in 1978. However, LLH has
al so received reports of nental heal th professional s who try
to convert leshians to heterosexuality, and reports of ones
who refuse to see clients because they are | eshians.

ASYL UM
Wil e sone | eshian and gay refugees have been granted

o



| GLHRC Book Norway 7/23/03 10:38 A@ Page 137

NORWAY 137

asylum Norwegian authorities are still hesitant to view per -
secution agai nst sexual minorities as valid grounds for grant -
ing asylum Sone gains have been nade on a case by case
basis, but no clear palicy has been established.

LESBI ANS AND THE CHURCH

The Lutheran Church, which is the Norwegian state
church, is run by the Departnent of Church Mitters, Educa-
tion, and Research. Heven bishops, who formthe top of the
church hierarchy, nake decisions concerning noral and ethi -
cal questions. For many years, one of these questions has
been honosexual ity, and since 1977 the church’ s official
position has been that being honosexual is no problem but
sanme-sex sexual practices are. This attitude causes intense
conflict and suffering for many | esbians and gay nen who
have wanted to belong to the church, and for sone it has
led to suicide. V¢ know of several |eshians who are not
allowned to practice as priests within the Lutheran Church
because they are in long-termrel ati onshi ps wth ot her
wonen.

In April 1995 the hishops once again discussed the issue
of honosexual ity. This tine three of the bishops expressed
the viewthat |eshians and gay nen shoul d have a place in
the church and that the church should al | ow | eshi ans and
gay nen to be priests evenif they are in relationships.

LESBI AN LI FE | N NORWAY

In 1950, the first |eshian and gay organization forned
under the nane CNF48. This organization operated secretly
because of the crimnalization of nal e honosexual acts at
that time. The first visible spokesperson and secretary gen-
eral of the organization, KmFiele, was a leshian, known
today for her great work for the Norwegian | eshi an/ gay
novenent. Over the years | eshians have organized both in
mixed | esbian and gay groups and in | eshian groups.
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In 1988, a group of leshians toured the country in a bus
to informNorwegi ans about |eshian life. The bus travel ed al |
over Norway, making stops to hand out brochures, show
videos about leshian life, give lectures, and talk to people.
Lesbians who live in larger cities enjoy a range of athletic,
social, and cultural groups, but lesbians living in snaller
cities and nore rural areas have fewbars or public spaces of
any sort in which to neet one another.
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