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MIi Hernandez

n the late 1960s and early 1970s, when the |eshian and

gay |iberation novenent was gaining ground in North

America and Northern Europe, life renained very difficult
for leshians in Sain. In 1970, Franco’s governnent enacted
the Law of Social Danger and Rehabilitation, under which
sanme-sex sexual conduct was puni shabl e by inprisonnent.
This law was repeal ed when the current Constitution cane
into effect in 1978.

Athough | eshian and gay organi zations were not al |l oned
to exist openly under the Franco regine, B Mviniento
Espafiol de Li beraci 6n Honosexual (MELH Spani sh Mve-
nent for Honosexual Liberation) began operating illegally in
1971. Wen the political clinate changed, MELH began
nmaking its existence nore wdely known, and several new
gay and | eshian groups were forned begi nning in 1976. In
all of these groups, however, |eshians were far out nunbered
by gay nen.

The first |eshbian organization, B Ol ectivo de Leshi anas
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(ol l'ective of Leshians), was forned in Septenber 1977,
wthin the Frente de Liberacion Gy de Gatal ufia (Gy Li bera-
tion Fot of Gtaonia). It split off ayear later, foomngits
own group called Gupo de Lucha para | a Liberacion de |as
Leshi anas (QAL, Goup for the Liberation of Leshians). The
najority of the leshian organizations in the 1970s and 80s,
including QAL, grewout of and al ongsi de the femni st
novenent. During this tine, the focus of |eshian groups
was prinarily on politica advocacy rather than on providing
services to neet the needs of |eshians. Mre recently, how
ever, |eshian groups have begun to nove into different
areas. Gants fromstate and private organizations have
al l oved these groups to inprove their infrastructure and to
devel op services targeted toward | eshians, such as psycho-
| ogical counseling, |egal counseling, and telephone inforna-
tion lines. There are approxi nat el y twel ve excl usively | eshian
groups currently in existence in Sain Inaddition, there are
approxi nately 25 |eshian and gay groups in which | eshians,

The proposed | egislation would give | es-
bi an and gay coupl es the sane rights as
unnarried heterosexual couples in the

areas of inheritance, pension, and prop-

wilestill inthe mnority, are increasingy vocal .

LESBI AN PARTNERSHI PS
Qurently, as shown by a survey of the Gentro de Investi -
gaciones Sociol 6gicas (A carried out in April 1994, 53%
of Spaniards feel that |eshian and gay partnerships shoul d
be legal Iy recogni zed in the sane way that het erosexual
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donestic partnerships are.* This has becone a central focus
of several |eshian and gay organi zations. In Novenier 1994,
the Parliament voted in favor of such recognition and
ordered the Mnistry of Interior Afairs and the Mnistry of
Justice to draft the necessary legislation. The proposed | eg-
islation woul d give |eshian and gay coupl es the sane rights
as unnarried heterosexual couples in the areas of inheri -
tance, pension, and property rights. In anticipation of its
passage, nmany city and town halls have begun to set up
procedures through whi ch | eshians and gay nen can register
their partnerships.

PARENTHOOD

This proposed | egislation narks a mlestone in the history
of the leshian and gay novenent. Qhe najor area that it
does not address, however, is adoption. As an individual, a
| eshi an can adopt a child.? However, two wonen are not
allowed to adopt as a couple, and a | eshian who is open
about her sexual orientation would face great difficulty.
There is still significant opposition in Spanish society to
adoption by leshians or gay nen. According to the QS sur-
vey, 55%of those polled are opposed to such adoptions,
and only 33%are in favor. The Soani sh Society of Pediatrics
has stated that it is necessary for childrento be placed in “a
famly environnent in which the roles of the nother and the
father are clearly established, each wth a particular part to
play inthe care and training of the child,”*and the Gatholic
Church has issued statenents explicitly opposing | eshian
and gay adoption rights.

Leshi ans who wi sh to bear children are able to obtain
donor insenination wthout much difficulty. The Law of
Assi sted Reproduction does not specify any requirenents
regarding narital status. Legally, however, the hiol ogical
nother is the child s only parent, and her partner has no

lega rights regarding the child.
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REPRESS|I ON OF LESBI ANI SM IN THE FAM LY AND I N THE
EDUCATI ONAL SYSTEM

Miny | eshians wo reveal their sexual orientation to their
famly face rejection and condermati on. Due to tradition
and difficult economc conditions nost unnarried wonen
live wth their parents until their early thirties, naking such
rejection particularly difficut to bear. This dependence on
the famly is one of the prinary reasons that nany |eshi ans
remin “inthe closet,” hiding al of the aspects of their lives
that nay reveal their |eshianism

Young | eshi ans who do not receive the support of their
famlies have fewal ternative sources of infornation. There
is a tremendous |ack of accurate infornation regarding
honosexual ity in the Spani sh educational system Qurrently,
honosexual ity is not discussed in nost school curricul a,
al though there are sone isol ated cases where school s
request the help of |eshian and gay groups in giving presen-
tations. Several organizations are currently calling for the
progressi ve standardization of teaching about honosexual -
ity inschods.

LESBI AN | NSTI TUTI ONS

Recently, the first two bookstores specializing in gay and
leshian literature have opened, and they have hel ped to cre-
ate visibility and conmunity. A the sane ting, several new
| esbi an publications have recently appeared. However,
beyond the existing social and politica groups, |eshians have
few public spaces in which to socialize. As opposed to gay
nen who have saunas, parks, and a varied sel ection of bars
and discos, |eshians have only a few bars, which neans that
nost | eshian socializing takes place in private hones. This
contributes tothe lowvisibility of |eshians in Soani sh soci ety
and the consequent isolation of nany individual |eshians.
Thus, despite the pronising new | egislative devel opnents,
nany leshians remain “in the closet” and have internalized
the negative inages of |esbianismthat they have | earned
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